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(1) A detailed description of the action and
its location;

(2) A description of the affected environ-
ment within the System and the impacts of
the proposed action;

(3) The applicable exception criteria and
FmHA or its successor agency under Public
Law 103-354’s reasons for believing they
apply to this action; and

(4) If a Section 6(a)(6) exception is claimed,
FmHA or its successor agency under Public
Law 103-354’s reasons for believing the action
to be consistent with the purposes of the
Act.

Should the Secretary concur in the excep-
tion criteria being met, that portion of the
environmental assessment relating to com-
pliance with the Act shall be completed and
the corresponding documentation attached.
Should the Secretary not concur, a final de-
cision on the approval or denial of the action
must be made by the Administrator.

EXHIBIT G TO SUBPART G OF PART 1940
[RESERVED]

EXHIBIT H TO SUBPART G OF PART 1940—
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR
CLASS IT ACTIONS

In completing this assessment, it is impor-
tant to understand the comprehensive na-
ture of the impacts which must be analyzed.
Consideration must be given to all potential
impacts associated with the construction of
the project, its operation and maintenance,
the operation of all identified primary bene-
ficiaries, and the attainment of the project’s
major objectives, whether they be an in-
creased housing stock, community improve-
ment, economic development, or greater ag-
ricultural productivity. This last category,
the attainment of the project’s major objec-
tives, often induces or supports changes in
population densities, land uses, community
services, transportation systems and re-
source consumption. The scope of the assess-
ment is broadened even further when there
are related activities involved. The impacts
of these activities must also be assessed.

The preparer will consult as indicated in
§1940.318(b) of this subpart with appropriate
experts from Federal, State, and local agen-
cies, universities, and other organizations or
groups whose views could be helpful in the
assessment of potential impacts. In so doing,
each discussion which is utilized in reaching
a conclusion with respect to the degree of an
impact will be summarized in the assessment
as accurately as possible and include the
name, title, phone number, and organization
of the individual contacted, plus the date of
contact. Related correspondence should be
attached to the assessment.

The FmHA or its successor agency under
Public Law 103-354 environmental assess-
ment shall be prepared in the following for-
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mat. It shall address the listed items and
questions and contain as attachments the in-
dicated descriptive materials, as well as the
environmental information submitted by the
applicant, Form FmHA or its successor agen-
cy under Public Law 103-354 1940-20, ‘‘Re-
quest for Environmental Information.”’

The assessment has been designed to cover
the wide variety of projects and environ-
ments with which the Agency deals. Con-
sequently, not every issue or potential im-
pact raised in the assessment may be rel-
evant to each project. The purpose of the for-
mat is to give the preparer an understanding
of a standard range of impacts, environ-
mental factors, and issues which may be en-
countered. In preparing an assessment, each
topic heading identified by a Roman numeral
and each environmental factor listed under
topic heading IV, such as air quality, for ex-
ample, must be addressed.

The amount of analysis and material that
must be provided will depend upon the type
and size of the project, the environment in
which it is located, and the range and com-
plexity of the potential impacts. The amount
of analysis and detail provided, therefore,
must be commensurate with the magnitude
of the expected impact. The analysis of each
environmental factor (i.e., water quality)
must be taken to the point that a conclusion
can be reached and supported concerning the
degree of the expected impact with respect
to that factor.

For example, a small community center
may not require detailed information on air
emissions or solid waste management, but an
industrial facility would. Similarly, an irri-
gation project for a farming operation would
concentrate on such factors as water quality
and fish and wildlife, rather than land use
changes. The extension of a water or sewer
system or the approval of a subdivision, on
the other hand, would have to give close at-
tention to all factors, with potential land
use changes being a particularly important
one.

I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND NEED

Identify the name, project number, loca-
tion, and specific elements of the project
along with their sizes, and, when applicable,
their design capacities. Indicate the purpose
of the project, FmHA or its successor agency
under Public Law 103-354’s position regard-
ing the need for it, and the extent or area of
land to be considered as the project site.

II. PRIMARY BENEFICIARIES AND RELATED
ACTIVITIES

Identify any existing businesses or major
developments that will benefit from the
project and those which will expand or locate
in the area because of the project. Specify by
name, product, service, and operations in-
volved.
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